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oppressed race seems doomed to live in miserable conditions for
ever, without prospect of improvement, it is difficult not to con-
clude that it is treated with racial contempt. (3) The possibility
of social intercourse. Even within each nation there is not much
social intercourse between the higher and the lower classes. But
the absence of any social intercourse between comparable classes
of different races must stir up racial resentment and lead to
complete estrangement between the two camps.
The national rivalry between two peoples living side by side
is often aggravated by differences in wealth, education and
political influence, and by the lack of opportunities of social
intercourse, mutual understanding and assimilation. In such
circumstances each side tends to segregate and to avoid any con-
tact with the other. It is a matter of degree and of historical
memories whether the estrangement assumes the character of
racial antagonism. If this point is reached it becomes impos-
sible to settle the conflict at all. Even a fair and reasonable
compromise has then no chance of being accepted, because too
much racial feeling has accumulated, and resentment for past
wrongs, lack of faith in the good-will of the other side and other
psychological obstacles form an insurmountable barrier.1
The modern alliance of nationalism and racialism has the
strange effect of hindering the realization of fundamental aims
of faational aspirations. National sentiment strives for a close
national community and solidarity, and this is incompatible with
sharp distinctions of rank and a system of hereditary castes within
the nation. Moreover, it tends to expand the influence and the
prestige of the nation, either by a peaceful propagation of the
national civilization or, in the phase of nationalism, by conquest
and by forced assimilation of the conquered peoples. Racialism,
however, counteracts these tendencies of expansion and assimila-
tion. An inferior race cannot be assimilated, it can only be
either exterminated or kept down by force. The cult of the
noble blood inherent in racialism,-moreover, leads to the setting
up of caste barriers within a people dominated by the ideology
of racialism, and it thus tends to destroy national unity and
solidarity.
1 The Irish obviously cannot forget that in a critical epoch they were treated with
racial contempt by the English, and all later efforts of British policy to heal this sore
were in vain. Burke declared that in Ireland the various descriptions of the people
were as much kept apart as if they were not only separate nations, but separate
species. Chesterfield said in i764 that the poor people in Ireland were used worse
than negroes by their masters. J. Morley, Burke, 1902, p. 35.